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Introduction
Associated with Alexandros of Antioch’s, the Venus de Milo statue was discovered in 1820 Milo Island in Greece. It is believed to represent the culture of ancient Greece. Venus de Milo is a work of art that employs the human anatomy to represent the Greek goddess Aphrodite. Venus de milo is made of marble material and takes the shape of human anatomy. The statue is slightly higher than the human height standing at 6 feet and 7 inches. Venus de Milo, also known as the Aphrodite of Milo, refers to the Greek goddess of love and beauty.  It is associated with the Hellenistic age, while others argue that the work was created during the classical era. The artwork was discovered by Olivier Voutier, a French navy whose ship was anchored in Melo's harbor.[endnoteRef:1]. The French acquired the statue and arrived in Paris in 1821 and was donated to Louvre Museum, where today is kept. The statue has no hands, an incident that has sparked discussion about what happened to the arms. Some scholars claim that the sculpture was created without arms, while others argue that the arms were broken during its discovery. Very little is known about Alexandros of Antioch, the sculptor of Venus de Milo (Curtis Gregory).  [1:  It should be noted that Olivier Voutier was not purposely looking for this sculpture but was enjoying the climate of the region after his ship anchored in the harbor of Milo. ] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]From the first sight of the sculpture, Olivier Voutier knew it was a vital statue. Venus de Milo has great significance in ancient Greece and even in the modern world. This has sparked a lot of discussion about the work of art and how it was created. Also, the missing hands have been an area of concern, many claiming it was the reason for it being famous across the world. Initially, the sculpture was in fragments, a plinth that showed the creator of the art and the portrait of the statue. Finally, it was joined to form the modern Venus de Milo. Since the time of its creation, the creature was significant, and thus, this paper will address the controversy surrounding this work of art and the significance of the Venus de Milo statue in ancient Greek and modern society. 
Controversies of Venus de Milo
One of the controversies that surround the Venus de Milo is the absence of the statue's hands. Since the sculpture was discovered in 1820, its hands were detached from the portrait.[endnoteRef:2]. Therefore, it has been argued that Alexandros of Antioch created the statue without hands. In contrast, others claim the arms were broken during its acquisition when the French armies engaged in a war with Turkish sailors on the Milos shore. This followed a claim that the missing arms were discovered with the left hand holding an apple. Also, it is speculated that Alexandros of Antioch created Venus de Milo without arms. However, it is unknown why Alexandros of Antioch would make such a statue without arms, and thus the absence of its arms remains a myth and speculations. Some scholars claim that the French are to blame for the missing arms of the sculpture. And this raises questions on what happened during the excavation and reassembling of the statue after it was discovered in Melos. As such, the arms can be said to have been withdrawn purposely to make this sculpture unique (Kevlian, Andrew, et al) [2:  Olivier Voutier discovered Venus de Milo after discovering a local farmer in Milo who was searching for building stones. ] 

Another controversy surrounding the art is the era in which it was created, its purpose, what is depicted, and who made the Venus de Milo. Initially, Venus de Milo was credited as a work of art that was created during the classical era in Greece. Since when it was discovered in 1820, scholars debated on who created it and when it was created. Upon critical examination of the art, it was concluded that Venus de Milo is not art created during the classical era in which sculptor Praxiteles was associated with the creation but was created during the Hellenistic period. As such, since 1950, Alexandros of Antioch is credited for creating the sculpture. This creation of the Hellenistic period, it symbolized Aphrodite, the Greek goddess of love and beauty. 
Significance of Venus de Milo
The Venus of Milo sculpture represented the Greek goddess and thus symbolized their religion during the Hellenistic period. Some scholars argue that it represented the Amphitrite, the Greek sea goddess. The creation of this sculpture during the Hellenistic periods to symbolize Greeks religion was a symbol of early civilization. Religion was an essential aspect of early culture, and thus statue had a religious symbolism to the Greeks. Apart from religion, the sculpture also symbolized love and beauty in society. The Aphrodite goddess is said to be unfaithful to her husband and thus the cult Aphrodite which fueled to pronouncements of sacred prostitution which prevailed in the Greco-Roman culture. As such, the Greeks used the sculpture for cultural references.[endnoteRef:3].  [3:  The cultural aspect of the sculpture led to a cult that spread in Greece. 
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] 

When Olivier Voutier discovered the Venus de Milo, he knew the sculpture would have great significance to the king of France and the whole world. When the statue was taken to the king of France, King Louis XVIII donated it to the Louvre museum, where it is found in today. Art has influenced many masterpiece works of art, like Salvador Dali's work of 1936, where he painted the Venus de Milo. Also, he created the Hallucinogenic Toreador in 1969-70. Apart from influencing other works of art, Venus de Milo was used to seal the American Society of Plastic surgeons. It has also be used to control modern music where many artists as references for beauty. Artists like Lewis E. Gensler, Chunk Berry, Miles Davis, and Ricardo Arjona are examples of artists who have used lyrics of the sculpture in their music.
Venus de milo was taken to the Louvre museum, where it is displayed for public viewing. It has therefore created scenery for many people to visit as they visit Paris. It can thus be termed as a tourist attraction that many want to see, although many come to the museum to study and examine the sculpture. Due to its lack of arms, some scholars like Wilhelm von Henke associated the sculpture with beauty in disability. Venus de Milo is thus related to the acceptance of human imperfection and inner beauty (Kosma, Yvonne). Due to the many ideas and perceptions on the sculpture, Venus de Milo has remained an art of focus to many scholars. The main focus is the idea of who created the art, the era in which Venus de Milo was made, and its symbolism among the Greeks. 
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